Adnited States Senate

MEMORANDUM 2125
SENATOR: 2%

RE: CUBA AND SEN. PELL

_ - .
Sen., Pell’s office tells me that he was planning

to try_to go to the island in connection with the

Law of the Sea Conference which opens in Caracas
next week. However, Pell now has apparently given
up thoughts of tryimg to go during the month of
August., (During the dates you proposed - i.e,
August 24 departure - Pell plams to be in Europe
= FYI- CONFIDENTIAL Pell plans to visit Athens)
According to Pell's office, he now is thi ing
of trying to plan for sometime in Septembzr;\Also,

I am Cold that one can only get in and out of Cuba

Cwice a weel ' ' '
eeK, via Mexico City or Barbados.,

Peter L.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE |
WASHINGTON

May é, 1974

Dear Clai:

As you know, the Department recently validated
Pat Holt's passport for proposed travel toO Cuba on
5 fact-finding mission. However, there seems to me
2 considerable difference here in terms of impact
and impression between a staff member and a member
of the Foreign Relations Committee itself. I am
afraid that contrary to your intentions, an exception
in your case would lend itself to misinterpretation
in Latin America as signaling a possible change 1n
United States Government policy towards Cuba. There
has in fact been no change in policy and you will _
understand our desire to avoid misleading our partners
in the Hemilsphere. '

I appreclate your suggestion of substituting a
regular for an official passport, but we frankly do
not believe this would make any substantive difference

in the impression conveyed by the exception. It should
he clear, however, that only the validation of a pass-
port and not the travel itself is affected by the
United States Government regulations at issue. Travel
to Cuba by United States citizens without the use of

a passport 1s not subject toO penalties under law Or
regulation. We understand that the Government of

Cuba on occasion does permit foreign nationals
including Americans to enter its territory without

using a passport.

In any event, we strongly prefer not tO make
the exception you request for the reason I have

The Honorable
Claiborne Pell,
United States Senate.
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Nevertheless, if you believe there are

requiring your travel to
repared to travel without

the Department will reluctantly agree

to provide the requested validation.

Kindest regards,

Acting Secretary
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