Dr. Latha Chandran was born and raised in Kerala, which is the most southern part of
India. At the age of 17, she moved to the United States where an arranged marriage
was planned for her. Before traveling to the United States, she pursued a medical
degree from the University of Kerala Medical School. When she left India for the
United States, she had no idea what was in store for her. She began applying to
different residency programs, even while being seven months pregnant. After getting
denied several times from the residency program here at Stony Brook, she began
applying elsewhere even though it was inconvenient. She eventually got accepted
into a residency program at Lincoln Medical Center in New York City. After working
there for several months, the chief of residents at Stony Brook eventually realized
what she is capable of. She was then offered a position at Stony Brook University
Hospital, where she was asked to be chief resident after only being there for three
months. Now after thirty years of practicing medicine, she focuses most of her time
towards undergraduate medical education, where she stands as the vice dean. Dr.
Chandran is outstanding physician, who has overcame tremendous obstacles to get
to where she is today.
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The questions that we asked Dr. Chandran were centered on the obstacles that she
faced while being here in the United States. Although she left her family behind in
India at a young age to move to the United States, it was never a decision she
regretted. When asking why she wanted to pursue a career in medicine, she
responded “my mother wanted a child that was a doctor.” This was significant
because it demonstrated the relationship between parents and children within
different cultures. Dr. Chandra claimed that when she came to the United States she
wanted to make a difference. She wanted to change the way that us Americans view
Indians and their culture. This in person interview was conducted on November 5th at
approximately 3:00. This interview lasted for about 40 minutes. We asked Dr.
Chandra prior to our interview if we could audio record her, which was done on both
an ipad and an iphone. Audio recording her was extremely beneficial because it gave
us the chance to go back and analyze the information that she had provided for us.
This interview was conducted like a mixed structured interview. There were both
prescribed and flexible questions that were asked and Dr. Chandran provided us with
her own opinions. She was extremely enthusiastic and grateful to be interviewed for
our final project.

Publisher’s note (3/16/2017)
The following document is the same as above, but with corrections made by the
interviewee, Dr. Latha Chandran, in red.



Dr. Latha Chandran was born and raised in Kerala, which is the most southern part of
India. She moved to the US after havmq an arranqed (not forced) marrlaqe when she

marnage—was—planned—fer—her— Before travellng to the Unlted States she pursued a
medical degree from the University of Kerala Trivandrum Medical CollegeSchesol.

When she left India for the United States, she had no idea what was in store for her.
She began applylng to dlfferent re5|dency programs, even while being seven months

eventuauy got accepted into a resldency program at Lincoln Medlcal Center in New
York City. Although she was rejected three times from the residency program at
Stonv Brook, she transferred her in her final vear of residency. After—werkmgthereiep

wher&Sshe was asked to be chief resident after onIy belng there for three months
Now after twenty threethirty years of practicing medicine, she focuses most of her
time towards undergraduate medical education, where she servetands as the vice
dean. Dr._

Chandran is an outstanding physician, who has overcoame tremendous obstacles to
get to where she is today.



SOUTHERN INDIA
okm 625 28 wrs 250
{ — —

GEOATLAS® . © 2000 Graphi-Ogre

Varkala

The questions that we asked Dr. Chandran were centered on the obstacles that she
faced while being here in the United States. Although she left her family behind in
India at a young age to move to the United States, it was never a decision she
regretted. When asking why she wanted to pursue a career in medicine, she
responded “my mother wanted a child that was a doctor.” This was significant
because it demonstrated the relationship between parents and children within
different cultures. Dr. Chandran claimed that when she came to the United States
she wanted to make a difference. She wanted to change the way that us Americans
view Indians and their culture. This in person interview was conducted on November
5th at approximately 3:00. This interview lasted for about 40 minutes. We asked Dr.
Chandran prior to our interview if we could audio record her, which was done on both
an ipad and an iphone. Audio recording her was extremely beneficial because it gave
us the chance to go back and analyze the information that she had provided for us.
This interview was conducted like a mixed structured interview. There were both
prescribed and flexible questions that were asked and Dr. Chandran provided us with
her own opinions. She was extremely enthusiastic and grateful to be interviewed for
our final project.



