
January 31, 1967

Dr. Nathan 8. Kline, President
American College of NewspsychOpl'xamecoloy
Rockland State Hospital
Orangeburg, New York

Deer Nate,

During the past fewnmths, I participated in the defense
ofecrimixmlomvictedofacepitelmime, andhsvebeenfacedwith issues and questions that seem to go beyond the inmsdiate
instance. The important question is whether the administrationof psychoactive drugs dwing inprismment prior to trial canalter the evaluation of a psychiatrist so that a prisoner canappeutobesmmnmuaymtbe; and,‘vmethertheeffectsof these drugs if given just prior to the trial may alter his .

mamrysothsthisperfomanoeincotmtmaygiveanuntrueeppeerance
and so deprive him ofhis best defense.

IamwritingtoenlistyourOpixdmas towhether sucha
problem is proper to bring before the College, especially in
eliciting the opinion of other umber-s as to the general issuesinvolved. If the questions appear as significant to others asitappemtome, perhspstmvwritingofareportintheJmmmalreflecting our opinions may be 'ofhhelp in other similar instances.

For your information, I am enclosing a short wtline of the
case record. ‘

Because ofthe general nature of this. problem, I am sending
a copy of this letter to Jonathan.

Thank you for your help.
Sincerely yours,

Max Fink, M.D.
Professor of Psychiatry

Mszp

co: Dr. Cole


