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January 6, 1989

Shepard Kantor, M.D.
310 West 86 Street
New York City 10024

Dear Shep,

It was good of you to send me the material on the role of oxygen-free-
radicals (OFR's) in brain functions, and specifically in affecting the cognitive
effects of ECT. I did not know these findings and so read them with much interest.
There may be merit in your suggestion, but only systematic study (as you propose)
will tease out the support for these views.

My own laboratory is devoting its time to study the mechanisms of action
of ECT, mainly the neuroendocrine effects of seizures, and it is not possible for us
to deflect our energies to this interesting clinical question at this time.

Thank you for sharing these interesting ideas. My best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Max Fink, M.D.
Professor of Psychiatry




