April 5, 1978

Margarite T. Hays, M.D.
Medical Research Service
Veterans Administration
Washington, D.C. 20420

Dear Dr. Hays,

I am pleased to respond to your invitation to assess the
work of Dr. Larry Squire, who is being considered for an appointment
as a Research Career Scientist.

My association with Dr. Squire began about four years
ago when I noted his reports on the effects of ECT on memory. I
heard him speak at Rockefeller University and at the Winter Conference
for Brain Research, and then joined him on a panel on ECT at the Society
for Neuroscience. On each of these occasions, I learned much and was
impressed wtbh his knowledge of brain function and memory. When asked
for recommendations for a panel being organized by NIMH to assess the
status of ECT, I recommended Larry and he became a panel member. Later,
when asked to recommend a scientific consultant to the Task Force on
Convulsive Therapy of the American Psychiatric Association, I again
recommended Larry. In both positions I have worked with him, and shared
the task of assessing the effects of seizures on brain function.

Dr. Squire was trained at M.I.T. with my former teacher,
Prof, Hans Lukas Teuber -- a critical thinker and teacher. I beliwve
Larry learned much there, and came away with a keen interest in the
problem of memory, its retention and its loss. I think it is to his
individual credit (since such studies were not in Dr. Teuber's
repertoire) that he saw the merit in examining memory functiond and
amnesia in the one reversible paradigm in man which is ethical to
examine, that of convulsive therapy where amnesia is a regular feature
of the treatment. Further, since the amnesia is reversible, Dr. Squire
had the advantage of examining its development and its recovery, in the
same patient, within a time span of weeks to months -- surely finite
enough to be credible.

The techniques for the study of memory function in ECT are
the standard psychological paradigms. Since Larry became interested in
the long term effects of ECT, he developed novel tests of memory based
on TV exposure during different decades. His tests are novel and seemingly
sensitive, and have become accepted not only in ECT research, but in






