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December 29oh, 1972

Dr. Hugh E. Eueeey, M.D.
The Journal of the American Medioel Association,
535 R. Deerborn.
Chicago, Illinois 60610.

Dear Doctor Hueeey,

we ere-pleased to enoloee a short report "Levomethedylz
Prolongea Duration of Oyioid Effects, Including Crone Tolerenoe
to Heroin, in Man" for your oonnidereiion for publication in
the Journal or the Amorioen Medical Aesocietion. With the
increasing use of methadone throughoui the notion, the incidence
of both overdose of methadone and illicit oiveraion have
increased the imoortenoe of the developoent of e long—noting
Opiate substitute.

This study van undertaken at the request of the Veterans
Administration who, anticipating a more general study of
levomethadyl and methadone, felt the need for detailed
information regarding levomethedyl. Recently Jerfe and his
coworker: published their VII? of the aoetylmethedole (JAMA
222: h37. 1972). In this they cautioned that the more
general use of the aeotyinethndole would be fraught with some
risk. In our experience. their anticipated abuse of the
eoetylmethedole need not come ebout. end indeed~the substitution
of levomothedyl for methadone, it the patients are being
treaoed eoooraing to the latent governmental guidelines, should
decrease methadone spillage end opiate overdose deaths.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely yours.

Hex‘rink, M.D.
Professor of Psychiatry
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