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16 Novambcr 1973

Alberto DiMaocio, Ph.D.
Boston State Hospital
591 Horton Bttcot
Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Dear A1:

After I rcccived your letter of Octobor 2k indicating that
"wt cannot extend your invitation to Dr. Honk Van Riorcn.” I
called Jon Cole and than Dick Wittonborn to discuss tho content
of your letter. You must be aware that I became concerned about
two ocpctcte issues: first, whether the Secretary of the ACE?
or the Council of the ACNP have the privilege of rejecting an
icvitction by a Fellow and, second, the manna: in which you
notified no.

As to the accond point, I understand you called my officc,
and perhaps it was to discuss this mattcr with no. I trust
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I havc road the Bylaws of the Association as well as the
memorandum of August 8. 1973. Nowhorc in the Bylaws nor in tho
August 8 monorcndum does it state the guidelinco to be used by
the Secretariat in rejecting invitations by Fellows. I believe
that your lettcr-cvon on bchclf of Council~~may he an arrosa~
tion of authority which may ho unjustificd. I say "may be" be-
ccucc in youtcrday'u mail I roccivcd a memorandum from Dr. Wit—
tcnborn which may explain the attitude of Council but does not
justify the action of the sucrctcry. I need not remind you
that tho ACE? is : fellowship of non intorcatcd in a common goal,
and tho invitation of a goon: usually rcflccta serious consider»
ction and should be givcn unusual «tight by the Fellow: and cc~
pccially by tho sccrctcry. who. sitar all, acts to curve the
Fellowship. I undarstand that thorc will bc an opportunity to
discuss the question of inwitod guests at tho forthcoming coating.
and I intcnd to participate in that discussion.

Sincerely yours,

Max Fink. M.D.
Professor of Paychictry
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